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PIONEERING NEW TECHNOLOGY LAUNCHED AT EUROPORT 2011
 Advanced Technology, Your access to the future
Over the years Europort has evolved into one of the major maritime exhibitions worldwide. From 8 till 11 November 2011, the complete international maritime industry comes together in world port city Rotterdam, from sea shipping, offshore, dredging and naval to construction vessels, inland navigation, fishery, workboats and mega yachts. The Ahoy complex is once again fully booked with a record number of over 1,000 exhibitors presenting their pioneering new technology to the international market. Europort 2011 focuses on Advanced Technology, crucial in this increasingly competitive environment. 
Innovation has been identified as a key to the future; companies know they have to keep up with the very latest developments. Innovation and complex shipbuilding are at the heart of the Dutch shipbuilding industry. Many companies from various maritime disciplines compete for cost-efficient and effective solutions in the market. Saving fuel, cutting emissions, green technology and the issue of slow steaming are just some of the topics high on their agenda. Europort is an important exhibition for showcasing such innovation. Over 1,000 exhibitors take advantage of this opportunity. 

Platform for knowledge exchange
Europort offers maritime equipment manufacturers and suppliers a platform to meet customers, designers, shipowners and shipyards, but also colleagues and competitors. They are all dependent on one another and working towards the goals to make the industry more efficient and environmentally friendly. Innovations and the latest R&D are discussed informally at Europort. Some of the very best innovations are often a result of this. Future developments in the various maritime sectors are also central stage in a comprehensive conference programme. The interactive opening ceremony presents the future of the maritime industry within thirty years. A Green Route on the exhibition floor provides an overview of companies that display products with a demonstrable reduction in the environmental impact of ships. Europort literally connects the maritime world.

Europort innovates
New this edition of Europort is that visitors can fill out in the registration in which products and services they are specifically interested. These visitors will receive a specified exhibitor list one week prior to the exhibition. Besides this matchmaking at product level, a matchmaking event for maritime professionals will be organised at Europort for the first time: MariMatch 2011. Europort Enterprise Network provides this mediation platform for all companies in shipbuilding and marine technology that are looking for new business contacts and development partners. Europort also facilitates online meetings between maritime professionals. Via a LinkedIn group, a Twitter account and a specially designed mobile app, visitors and exhibitors will be informed about the latest developments concerning Europort.

Visitor registration
Interested maritime professionals can register for a free visit at www.europort.nl/registration or at the entrance of the exhibition. After completing the registration, they will receive a digital entrance ticket.

Innovations
Click here for a list of all the novelties that have been submitted by exhibitors of Europort 2011. Click here for photos of some of the novelties.  

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT EUROPORT 
Opening hours
Tuesday 8 November:  
10:00 – 18:00 hours
Wednesday 9 November: 
10:00 – 18:00 hours
Thursday 10 November: 
10:00 – 22:00 hours
Friday 11 November:  
10:00 – 18:00 hours

At the entrance of the exhibition everyone receives a hand-out with a floor plan, exhibitor list, an overview of the conference programme and information about the city of Rotterdam. Catalogues are available at the entrances for € 10.00.
Record number of exhibitors
Europort offers a complete overview of the maritime sector. A record number of more than 1,000 exhibitors from 35 countries spread over 10 halls present the latest maritime technologies. At Europort products and services in the following categories are shown:
· Shipbuilding, repair and conversion

· Propulsion and manoeuvring

· Electronics, communication & navigation

· Mechanical and auxiliary systems

· Deck, safety and special equipment

· Maritime services (e.g. classification, finance, nautical services, media, government and sector associations)

The number of exhibitors has grown to over 1,000 compared to 896 in 2009. In order to accommodate all exhibitors, two temporary halls are built. In 2010, the Arena of Ahoy is fully modernized so the connection between the halls and the Arena has been improved. The main entrance of Ahoy is fully booked and special equipment will be shown at the precincts of Ahoy. The blueprints for area development in the South of Rotterdam are ready, so Europort will be able to expand further in the future.
Interactive exhibitor search module
Visitors can prepare their visit with an interactive floor plan at www.europort.nl. They can also find a list of exhibitors on the website and they can search for specific exhibitors. This year Europort offers a new matchmaking service to its visitors. Visitors that register can fill out in which products and services they are interested. These visitors will receive a specified exhibitor list one week prior to the exhibition. The Europort app in the Apple Store and Android Market also features an exhibitor search module.
Large increase of international exhibitors
The maritime world is synonymous with international business. This is reflected in the number of international exhibitors and visitors of Europort that is growing every edition. This year Europort will host 15 international pavilions with new pavilions from Panama, Norway, Sweden and the Chinese province of Jiangsu. Some 35% of all exhibitors are from international origin. This underlines the importance of Europort to the international maritime industry. Europort also organizes exhibitions in Romania (Europort Romania, May 8-10, 2012), China (CIMPS-Europort, 23-25 May 2012) and Turkey (Europort Istanbul, March 20-23, 2013).
‘New to Market Street’
In hall 7 is a special ‘New to Market Street’. Fledgling maritime entrepreneurs present themselves here in a completely decorated stand unit with a minimal investment. All participants started their company after January 1st 2008 and are also new exhibitors at Europort. 
Visitor profile
Europort is visited by national and international maritime professionals working in a.o. the following maritime sectors: sea shipping, offshore, dredging, construction vessels, naval, inland navigation, fishery, workboats and mega yachts. They are involved in decisions on policy, investment and operational processes at:
· classification society
· consultancy 

· education 

· engineering 

· equipment supplier 

· finance / insurance / legal

· government & port authorities 

· information technology / automation

· maritime association / knowledge institute
· operator / agent

· repair and maintenance

· research & development

· shipowner

· shipbroker

· shipmanagement
· shipyard

Wide range of catering facilities
Europort has a variety of catering facilities including Business Restaurant Pier 7 between hall 7 and 8 where both exhibitors and visitors can fix a date and strengthen relationships in a stylish ambiance. There is also an Internet cafe at Pier 7. On the exhibition floor there is a full range of options for food and beverages like restaurant Floyd, the self-service restaurant Rivers, the Amstel Pub, Coffee Corner and Sandwiches & More outlets in the exhibition halls.
Maritime Week

The week of Europort is exclaimed Maritime Week by Scheepsbouw Nederland. Besides special attention on career & education in the maritime sector, Dutch shipyards and maritime suppliers open their doors for visits this week. After opening hours of Europort, you can go out for a cruise through the port of Rotterdam with the Spido or visit the Euromast for a great, birds-eye view of the port area. A good opportunity to get acquainted with the Dutch maritime industry while visiting Europort.
Rotterdam, world port, world city  
Rotterdam has emerged as one of the Netherlands most vibrant metropolises. The harbour is still the city’s vibrant heart, but cutting edge design, stunning modern architecture and a lively club scene have put it firmly on the travel map. There is a special city guide app available of Rotterdam that highlights the very best that Rotterdam has to offer, from attractions and museums to hotels, restaurants and shops.

Europort takes place in the modern exhibition center Ahoy Rotterdam in the vicinity of the port. Ahoy is easily accessible by all forms of transport. During the exhibition, a shuttle service brings visitors and exhibitors to and from their hotel in and around Rotterdam.

History Europort
Europort has a long history. Europort in Rotterdam was founded in 1963 and started as a maritime exhibition in Rotterdam. The RAI in Amsterdam took over the exhibition from Ahoy and developed it into a high-quality international event. Europort was organized 31 times. The last edition was in 2003 with 530 exhibitors (representing 730 companies) and 28,159 visitors.

25 years ago a new exhibition for inland navigation, fishery and related industries was introduced in Rotterdam with the name ‘Haven & Binnenvaart’ and later renamed to ‘Binnenvaart & Visserij’ (BiVi) and then positioned in the market as ‘Rotterdam Maritime’. In 2004, Ahoy organized Rotterdam Maritime for the 12th time.

Europort Maritime 2007 was the second edition of the merged exhibitions Europort (Amsterdam) and Rotterdam Maritime (Rotterdam). In 2009 the exhibition was renamed into Europort again. Meanwhile, this exhibition has developed into one of the largest international maritime exhibitions in the world. The last edition was held in November 2009 in Ahoy Rotterdam and attracted 896 exhibitors and 31,463 visitors.
KNOWLEDGE PROGRAMME EUROPORT 2011 
Next to an extensive offer of products presented by exhibitors, Europort, in cooperation with different organisers, hosts a wide range of conferences, meetings and activities for each of the nine sectors. The theme 'advanced technology' will be represented within the complete programme. 
Click here for the complete programme. 
Advanced Technology Conferences 

In cooperation with HME, Europort will again organise the “Advanced Technology Conferences” in the freely accessible Europort Theatre. Leading market players from each sector will present the newest technological developments in short, dynamic workshops. The ‘Advanced Technology Conferences’ create the opportunity for visitors from all sectors to exchange their knowledge and experience during Europort. These conferences are a must for ship owners, shipyards, shipbrokers, suppliers, sector organisations and knowledge organisations. 
	Sector
	Day & Time
	Workshop
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	Tuesday
14:00-16:00
	The comfort class is here
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	Wednesday
10:30-12:30
	Efficient systems with high 
performance
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	Wednesday
14:00-16:00   
	The hybrid future
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	Thursday
10:30-12:30
	Solutions for a life time
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	Thursday
14:00-16:00
	The alternative transport 
for the rivers of the world
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	Friday
10:30-12:30
	The limits are yet to be made


Ceda Dredging Days 
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	Thursday 10 and friday 11 November 


The Central Dredging Association (CEDA) again organises the highly appreciated CEDA Dredging Days 2011 in the Congress & Meeting Centre of Ahoy Rotterdam on 10 and 11 November.  In addition to this conference theming ‘Dredging and Beyond’, a technical exhibition will be located in the area adjacent to the technical session room. CEDA will present and debate new ways of thinking, innovative approaches and cutting-edge tools and technology. The focus is on two main areas where a new trend, dredging being part of a broader integrated project, is emerging:
· Dredging and rock dumping for the offshore oil and gas industry and deep-sea mining

· Building with nature for soft and hard dredging solutions (coastal and inland)

Registration and more information: www.cedaconferences.org/dredgingdays2011   

Ballast Water Conference - Threat or Treat?
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	Tuesday 8 and wednesday 9 November 


By the time of Europort 2011, we expect the Ballast Water Management Convention 2004 (BWMC) to be ratified and thus will enter into force in 2012. About 100,000 sea-going vessels have to comply with this Convention and huge investments have to be made accordingly. Europort has put this current topic on the agenda with the two-day conference about ballast water. 

The free to visit conference aims to raise the understanding and awareness of the challenges of ballast water management and to inform participants about potential solutions and developments in the implementation of ballast water management policies. The conference is organised by the initiators of the North Sea Ballast Water Opportunity (BWO) project. More information: http://www.northseaballast.eu. Topics to be discussed (in English):
· What is expected from shipping: regulations, compliance and enforcement
· Ballast water management systems: potential solutions and developments in the implementation of ballast water management policies.

Blueports in the Fishery 
	[image: image9.jpg]



	Wednesday 9 November


Please note that this meeting will be held in Dutch

The fishing industry is struggling with rising costs and low prices. Simultaneously, there is a growing social pressure for more sustainability. In the last few years, in the context of the Fisheries Innovation Platform, important steps were taken for ecologically and economically viable fishery chains.

Nationally, we have chosen regional Blueports in order to create sustainability and innovation in the sector from a local perspective. Entrepreneurs from the fishing industry will develop projects together with the related trade and industry. The focus is on improving the management of fish stocks, increasing knowledge, training, cost savings and revenue increases, but also demand steering in the fish chain and cooperation between fishers and society.

During Europort a special "Blueports in the Fishery" meeting takes place on Wednesday 9 November from 16.00 - 18.00 hours. During this meeting, several Blueport projects will be presented, such as: technological innovations in fishing methods and fish processing, chain cooperation and strengthening entrepreneurship through specialist knowledge and master classes. The meeting will conclude with a discussion forum.
"Blueports in the fishery" is freely accessible and interesting for fishermen, fish markets, processors, suppliers, trade and related businesses. The meeting is organized by the national Blueports initiative.
ACTIVITIES
Opening ceremony
The opening of Europort on Tuesday, November 8 at 10:00 is a "Maritime Odessey" to the year 2041. After an interactive presentation about the future of the shipbuilding industry, Jos van der Vegt, President of Ahoy Rotterdam, Bernard Meyer, Chairman of CESA and Tecla Bodewes, Director Owner of Shipyard Gebr. G&H Bodewes, Shipyard De Kaap and Maritima Green Technology as well as ‘business woman of the year 2011’, will give their view on Advanced Technology.
MariMatch 2011
New during Europort 2011 is MariMatch 2011. The event is organised by Enterprise Europe Network in cooperation with Ahoy Rotterdam and it will take place on Wednesday, November 9. MariMatch is an international matchmaking event for companies and institutions from the maritime sector that are looking for new business, technology and research partners. The MariMatch event offers Europort visitors and exhibitors an extra opportunity to establish new transnational contacts with a focus on matching advanced technology to give innovative ideas a head start.

MariMatch takes place on Wednesday, November 9, with “matchmaking” meetings taking half an hour. After registering on www.europort2011.b2b-match.com with a company and technology profile, the company can browse the online catalogue. Meetings with potential technology/business partners can be requested or they can get invited by potential foreign partners. The intermediary network of Enterprise Europe Network plays an active role in connecting the potential advanced technology partners from different countries.
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Advanced technology of the future is all about sustainable solutions.  That’s why Europort again organises a special Green Route. 40 exhibitors who supply products and services with a sustainable solution are part of the Green Route. Visitors who will walk the Green Route will be able to see the very latest sustainable products, innovations and vessels from the maritime industry. The Green Route is organised in close cooperation with HME. Click here for a list of green route participants.
Ship of the future
Europort also provides a platform for the inspiring out-of-the-box creations of students for the theme "Ship of the Future". HME created a competition among students in the context of "Experimental Garden of Maritime Innovation": design a ship of the future. The entries will be shown during Europort. More information and participation:
 www.proeftuinmaritiemeinnovatie.nl.  
MEETINGS & SEMINARS 
Among others, the Hydrographic Society Benelux will organise a one-day seminar called 'Sound Technologies', the Women's International Shipping & Trading Association (WISTA) organises a lunch meeting with world renowned piracy negotiator Suzanne Williams as keynote speaker and the platform Broadband@Sea will discuss current maritime IT-issues on board ships and the many opportunities of virtually connecting ship to shore in a seminar. See www.europort.nl for more information about these seminars.
Tuesday November 8
- Seminar Ruysch Technical Agencies
- Lunch meeting WISTA
- CESA board meeting

Wednesday November 9
- Seminar ABB

Thursday November 10
- Seminar Hydographic Society Benelux: "Sound Technologies"
- Seminar Bebeka
- Seminar Scheepsbouw Nederland (will be held in Dutch)

Friday 11 November 
- Broadband @ Sea meeting
- Anti piracy forum – “Piracy Prevention: Public or private matter”


Editorial note:
For more information, a floor plan or an exhibitor list, please contact Connie van Rossum, Communications Manager at Ahoy Rotterdam by phone: (010) 293 31 45 or e-mail: c.vanrossum@ahoy.nl.

Photos: 
For photos we refer to our image bank: http://beeldbank.ahoy.nl/. 
You can login with the following information:
Name: PhotosEuroport
Password: europort2011

Accreditation: 
You can register on www.europort.nl/registration for a free visit to Europort and indicate that you are media/press. During Europort 2011 we welcome you in our press room for the latest information. The room is located between Hall 1 and 7 in Ahoy Rotterdam.
[image: image12.jpg]


